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monarchal system which led Charles to violate even' statute that was aimed at the powers of the Crown ; and his oft-repeated promises, 4i on the word of a Kini;1,1* were found by his unhappy subjects to be without any binding force upon his Conscience.
Free for a time from the interventions of his Parliament, Charles now participated in those, operations of war which had engaged nearly the whole of Kurope, The Marl of Denbigh, brother-in-law of the I hike of Buckingham, had been despatched to the relief of the Huguenots besieged in tin? town of La Rochelle. The 1 luguenots bore so much resemblance to the Puritans, whom the Kini* despised, that it is not likely his concern for their welfare had more than a political depth. An army and a fleet had gathered at Portsmouth, and thither Buckingham proceeded, in give his personal attention to their departure. The King and his Court followed Buckingham, ami were, hourly expected to arrive, when an event occurred which threw the nation into the wildest excitement. This was the assassination of the Duke of Buckingham,
John Feltoiu a lieutenant of a company whose' captain had met his death in the inglorious retreat from the Isle of Rhee, had taken umbra*'/* at Buckingham because the command of the company had not fallen to him; and had resigned from the arm}*, lie was descended from a good family, but was of a taciturn and brooding disposition, While in London he learned something of those debates in the House* of Commons in connection with the impeachment of the Duke, in which Buckingham was declared to be a public enemy, responsible for all the evils which the kingdom suffered. Walking through the streets of the great, city, a murderous-looking knife* in a. cutler's window riveted his attention, and, instantly seized by the design of ridding the nation of its tyrant, he purchased the weapon. The morning of the 2t]d of August, lf>j8, found him at Portsmouth prepared to finish his sanguinary undertaking,
The Duke had just received letters informing him that the French, under command of Cardinal Richelieu, had been